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“Dear Mr. Scott” ESSAY CONTEST

ST.LOUIS, MO – Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, Jefferson National Parks Association, the Gateway Arch Riverfront and KETC/Channel 9 are sponsoring an essay contest for children ages 9 through 18 to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Dred Scott Decision.   

Dear Mr. Scott is open to children who live or go to school in either Missouri or Illinois.  Essays in the form of letters addressed to Dred Scott or his wife Harriet will present the writer’s point of view on how the historic case helped to define citizenship in the United States today.  A panel of judges will select first, second and third place entries, as well as honorable mention for three age categories.  Categories are ages 9-12 years-old, ages 13-15 years-old and ages 16-18 years-old. 

The contest opened September 15, 2006 and submissions must be post-marked no later than January 15, 2007.  Entry is free.  Selected writers will receive a U.S. Savings Bond in the amount of either $50, $100 or $200.  Selected essays will be read during the Dred Scott Commemorative events on March 3, 2007, at the Historic Old Courthouse.

Each entry must include a “Contest Application” form.  Application forms can be found online at www.nps.gov/jeff.  

The contest is not open to relatives of Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, Jefferson National Parks Association, or Metro Entertainment division employees.

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, established in 1935, is comprised of the Gateway Arch, Museum of Westward Expansion, and the Historic Old Courthouse.  This National Park Service area commemorates St. Louis’ role in the westward expansion of the United States during the 1800s and honors individuals such as Dred and Harriet Scott who sued for their freedom in the Old Courthouse.  

The Gateway Arch is open daily 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. during the summer).  The Historic Old Courthouse is open daily from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. year-round.  All ranger-led and special museum programs are FREE of charge.  Fees are charged for the tram ride to the top of the Gateway Arch and for the films shown in the Gateway Arch visitor center.  For additional information, call 314/655-1700 weekdays, or 7-1-1 Voice/TTY Telecommunications Relay Service.  Visit us at www.nps.gov/jeff.  
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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